The Digital Information

Management Program

(DIMP) works to preserve

democracy by providing

freedom of access
to North Carolina

state government
information

TWEETERS WE FOLLOW

Interested in following the
latest digital information-
related news on Twitter?
Here are some great folks
to follow. (Beyond us, of
course!)

DIGITAL PRESERVATION
@ndiipp (LOC)
@archivespres (NARA)
@williamkilbride (DPC)

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

@DublinCore (metadata)

(@creativecommons
(copyright)

@digpublib (Digital Public

Library of America)

NC HISTORY/CULTURE

@CWDaybyDay (UNC)

@WebArchivist (State Ar-

chives)

@VisitNC (Travel [Tourism)

WE'VE SAVED THE i+
BEST FOR LAST!

@ncculture
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2011 Year in Review

2011 was an
exciting year for
the State
Library's digital
information
management

program. Among
the great

accomplishments
were a national
grant from the
Institute of
Museum and
Library Services
(IMLS) to work on
digital preservation services, and the press
received from our Blue Ribbon Memories: Your
History of the State Fair project. Staff were
especially busy this fall responding to press
inquiries (including WUNC's State of Things) and a
"tweet up" at the State Fair! These two projects,
along with our award winning NCpedia, exemplify
the work that we do to preserve and make
accessible the government information of our
State.

Image from MNorth Carolina
State Flag, a 1913 publication of

the State Historical Commission.

We take those words, "preserve" and "accessible,
very seriously. "Preserve," for example, doesn't
simply mean to store in a box or on a server (in
the case of born-digital content). We liken the
care of government information to parenting a

_ child - from the moment of birth, that child will

require 24/7 care, attention, and love. So, too, the
information produced by State government
which, ultimately, becomes the responsibility of
the State Library and State Archives.

The word "accessible" can have a great many
meanings — to make available, to make usable,
and to make appropriate are three that we think
we do particularly well. We make a great many
materials available — this year the State Library
and State Archives made over 400,000 pages of
content freely available online. We work tirelessly
with the tools at our disposal to make our
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resources as usable as possible, too, taking into
consideration user experience testing and
feedback, accessibility issues (for those with

unique abilities), and design standards.

Finally, we try to create resources that are
appropriate for the users who come to our sites.
NCpedia is our online encyclopedia of North
Carolina history and culture. While the users of
the site come from every background and ability,
one of our major audiences is schoolchildren. As
part of the standard course of study, 4th graders
learn about North Carolina history in their social
studies classes. Through our usage studies, near-
constant user feedback, and NCKnows chat
reference service, we interact with students and
educators almost daily as they explore our
State's past through this wonderful resource.

2011 was an amazing year, and the statistics
below highlight the value of our work and
resources. 2012, the State Library's 200th year
serving the people of North Carolina, brings
great changes and new faces. We look forward
to these new challenges, and to preserving and
making accessible even more wonderful
information about our great state.

WE'VE GOT BIG NUMBERS

@ 527670 unique visitors to digital
collections (734,600 total), from 170
countries, all 50 states (& DC), & 350
NC cities

@ 2.74 million page views

(1) 403,500 pages digitized & made
available

@ 31.6 million NC state government
website documents captured &
preserved

@ 6.6 TB of government website
documents preserved since 2005!
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DIMP STAFF NEWS:
Good News

Digital Information
Management Pro-
gram head, Amy
Rudersdorf, was re-
cently elected to the
coordinating com-
mittee of the Na-
tional Digital Stew-
ardship Alliance.
More about the
NDSA can be found
at http://
www.digitalpreserva
tion.gov/ndsa/.

Not-so-good News

Long-time colleague
and digital preserva-
tion pioneer (at least
in our hearts), Jenni-
fer Ricker, has taken
a new position with
the NC Office of Indi-
gent Defense Ser-
vices. While we are
sad to see her go and
realize what a huge
loss she will be to our
team, we are happy
for her as she begins
what is sure to be an
exciting and fulfilling
position. Please help
us thank her for her
great work on behalf
of the people of
North Carolina!

Live-at-Home Program

Eat local, farm-to-table, sustain-
able agriculture, slow food, com-
munity-supported agriculture
(CSA)—is any of this sounding fa-
miliar? It seems that not a day goes
by lately without hearing one of
these phrases. While the local food
movement seems to be a recent
phenomenon, its history in North
Carolina goes back more than 8o
years. The Live-at-Home program
was an agricultural initiative by
North Carolina Governor O. Max
Gardner in 1929. In response to
dwindling agricultural revenue, the
Live-at-Home program encour-
aged farmers to grow not cash
crops such as cotton and tobacco,
but food crops to feed their fami-
lies and livestock. Gardner urged
farmers to use “pure-bred certified
seeds” and “pure breeds of live-
stock.” He also called on the people
of North Carolina to buy food
grown locally.

This month, as part of Ensuring
Democracy through Digital Access,
an LSTA-funded grant, four publi-
cations related to the Live-at-
Home program were digitized and
made accessible online. Public
Papers and Letters of Oliver Max

Kathleen Ken)

agricultural statistics on which it is
based, and ways in which teachers
could incorporate the program into
their lessons. Written by Charles
Sheffield three years after the Live
-at-Home program began, North
Carolina’s Live-at-Home Program

Gardner contains speeches made
by the Governor about the Live-At
-Home program, his proclama-
tions for Live-at-Home Week, and
the dinner menu for the first Live-
at-Home dinner given at the Ex-
ecutive Mansion. Live-at-Home
Week in the Public Schools of North
« Carolinaisa
bulletin
+ distributed
by the Dept.
. of Public
Instruction

== explaining
the Live-at-
- Home pro-

.. gram, some

Worth Fifty-five Million Dollars
evaluates agricultural statistics in

the years before and after the pro-
gram and concludes it was a suc-
cess. Finally, a bulletin from West-
ern Carolina Teachers College de-
scribes their “Western North Caro-
lina Live-at-Home Conference”

held in October 1930. Included in
the bulletin are the introductory

remarks made at the conference by

the college president, the program
schedule, questions for round table
discussions, a review of the talks, a
list of exhibits, and a guest roster.

For more information about the
Live-at-Home program visit
ncpedia.com.

What's on in the Digital World?

As 2011 came to a close we cele-
brated the progress that the past
year brought to the digital informa-
tion management field. As is evi-
dent from this “best of” list com-
piled by Bill LeFurgy at the Library
of Congress, 2011 was definitely a
successful year. But 2012 looks to
be equally as promising. And, of
course, there are a few projects
that | am especially excited about.

The firstis the Digital Public
Library of America project. .-.-

In case you aren't familiar

with this project, its goal is to cre-
ate a freely available open, distrib-
uted network of comprehensive
online cultural and scientific re-
sources. While the project began in
2010, it really started heating up
when funding was announced in

the fall of 2011. If successful, the
project will free up considerable
resources at local institutions by
centralizing storage and manage-
ment of digitized materials with
staff specifically equipped to han-
dle the intricacies of the job. This is
a huge project that involves creat-
ing and adhering to standards. In
the end, the US will have some-

thing akin to Europeana.

OF AMERICA

In fact, the standards are being
defined in a way to make the DPLA
compatible with Europeana, so
users could potentially search both
collections at once. Keep an eye on
this project and get involved if you

can. It may be a real game changer.

BIGITAL PUBLIC LIBRARY

Jennifer

The other project that | have high
hopes forin 2012 is the US Copy-
right Office’s effort
to digitize the pre-
1978 copyright
records. This pro-
jectis still in the
early stages as well,
butit's already easy
to see that it will
change the face of

_/

Ricker

copyright research.
To get a glimpse of what this pro-
ject can offer, check out the Cata-
log of Copyright Entries that are
gradually being made available
through the Internet Archive. You
can follow the progress of the pro-

ject and provide valuable feedback

to the Copyright Office on their
digitization blog.

/
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