STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING STUDENTS WITH
LEARNING DISABILITIES

Reading

· Announce readings as well as assignments well in advance. 

· Find materials paralleling the textbook, but written at a lower reading level. (Also, include activities that make the reading assignment more relevant.) 

· Introduce simulations to make abstract content more concrete. 

· Make lists of required readings available early and arrange to obtain texts on tape from Recording for the Blind or a Reading/Typing Service. 

· Offer to read written material aloud, when necessary. 

· Read aloud material that is written on the chalkboard and on the overhead transparencies. 

· Review relevant material, preview the material to be presented, present the new material then summarize the material just presented. 

· Suggest that the students use both visual and auditory senses when reading the text. 

· Rely less on textbooks. Reading for students with learning disabilities may be slow and deliberate, and comprehension may be impaired for the student, particularly when dealing with large quantities of material. Comprehension and speed usually dramatically increase with the addition of auditory input. 

· Spend more time on building background for the reading selections and creating a mental scheme for the organization of the text. 

· Encourage students to practice using technical words in exchanges among peers. 

· Choose books with a reduced number of difficult words, direct non convoluted syntax, and passages that deliver clear meaning. Also, select readings that are organized by subheads because this aids in the flow of ideas. 

· When writing materials for reading by students with learning disabilities, some of the strategies referred to in the reading section of the hearing impaired presentation will be appropriate. 

· Allow the student to use a tape recorder. 

Teacher Presentation

· Always ask questions in a clarifying manner, then have the students with learning disabilities describe his or her understanding of the questions. 

· Use an overhead projector with an outline of the lesson or unit of the day. 

· Reduce course load for student with learning disabilities. 

· Provide clear photocopies of your notes and overhead transparencies, if the student benefits from such strategies. 

· Provide students with chapter outlines or study guides that cue them to key points in their readings. 

· Provide a detailed course syllabus before class begins. Ask questions in a way that helps the student gain confidence. 

· Keep oral instructions logical and concise. Reinforce them with a brief cue words. Repeat or re-word complicated directions. 

· Frequently verbalize what is being written on the chalkboard. 

· Eliminate classroom distractions such as, excessive noise, flickering lights, etc. 

· Outline class presentations on the chalkboard or on an overhead transparency. Outline material to be covered during each class period unit. (At the end of class, summarize the important segments of each presentation.) 

· Establish the clarity of understanding that the student has about class assignments. 

· Give assignments both in written and oral form. 

· Have more complex lessons recorded and available to the students with learning disabilities. 

· Have practice exercises available for lessons, in case the student has problems. 

· Have students with learning disabilities underline key words or directions on activity sheets (then review the sheets with them). 

· Have complex homework assignments due in two or three days rather than on the next day. 

· Pace instruction carefully to ensure clarity. 

· Present new and or technical vocabulary on the chalkboard or overhead. 

· Provide and teach memory associations (mnemonic strategies). 

· Support one modality of presentation by following it with instruction and then use another modality. 

· Talk distinctly and at a rate that the student with a learning disability can be follow. 

· Technical content should be presented in small incremental steps. 

· Use plenty of examples, oral or otherwise, in order to make topics more applied. 

· Use straight forward instructions with step-by-step unambiguous terms. (Preferably, presented one at a time). 

· Write legibly, use large type; do not clutter the blackboard with non-current / non-relevant information. 

· Use props to make narrative situations more vivid and clear. 

· Assist the student, if necessary, in borrowing classmates' notes. 

· Consider cross-age or peer tutoring if the student appears unable to keep up with the class pace or with complex subject matter. The more capable reader can help in summarizing the essential points of the reading or in establishing the main idea of the reading. 
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