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YOUR LETTERHEAD
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For Immediate Release




Contact:  your name, email, phone

 (YOUR SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER HERE)  AWARDED FEDERAL GRANT TO BOOST STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT WITH MORE BOOKS
(YOUR CITY HERE) - The State Library of North Carolina, a division of the Department of Cultural Resources, has awarded (insert name of school) a grant to help strengthen its library's book collection. The $ (insert your grant amount here) School Library Collection Development Grant was one of 76 awarded this year to public school libraries statewide with federal Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) funds.
"This school library collection grant helps us build a strong book collection to support the school’s curriculum,” said (media coordinator name), the librarian at (school name). "We struggle to maintain a collection that is current and meets student needs, but this will help—our average book is # years old," s/he added, noting that the grant will be used to replace outdated books as well as to add new books to the library's collection. "This grant will help us buy (include an example of the type or amount of books you'll be able to purchase, indicating that it's just a "drop in the bucket.")
Research completed in North Carolina and other states shows a link between levels of spending on the school library's book collection and student achievement — the library is the best place to start when it comes to academic success. The grant applications received by the State Library provide clear evidence that many school libraries have seriously outdated print collections. The grant funds assist school librarians in developing stronger book collections that support reading, reading readiness, and student achievement.

The single-year grants are to buy books only, and are not offered to replace existing funding for the library. Every four dollars of grant funds must be matched with at least one dollar in local funds. (insert name of match donor here) matched the grant for (insert school name here). Overall, the grants to school libraries this year totaled $745,684. Through this program, 988 grants have been awarded to the more than 2,400 North Carolina public schools since 2000.  These grants are one means to focus the attention of teachers, principals and parents on the need to maintain strong print collections in school libraries. 
The library at (school name) has (# of books) books in its library. Serving all (# of students) students of (school name), the media center is staffed by (insert staff names and titles here).  The LSTA funds awarded by the State Library of North Carolina are made possible by a grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services.
(school information here if required)
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