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STATE  LIBRARY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

State Library 
Libraries Host: Civil War Sesquicentennial Photo Exhibit Planned 
 
In observance of the sesquicentennial of the Civil War (1861-1865), the Department of Cultural Resources and the 
State Library have organized the Freedom, Sacrifice, Memory: Civil War Sesquicentennial Photography Exhibit to 
travel the state from April 1, 2011, through spring 2013 as part of its commemoration (www.nccivilwar150.com). 
 
The tour will visit 49 public libraries and the Mountain Gateway Museum in Old Fort, the Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum in Hatteras and the N.C. Maritime Museum in Beaufort. 
 
Visitors will see well-known Confederate generals, women who 
served as Confederate spies, re-enactment images of soldiers and 
battles, and more.  The battlefield, homefront, African Americans 
and women all are reflected in the exhibit.  A notebook accompany-
ing the exhibit will offer sketches of the generals, of African Ameri-
cans fleeing bondage, a woman whose home became a hospital, and 
other glimpses of lives from that turbulent time. 
Images were gathered from divisions within Cultural Resources, in-
cluding four document images and ten pictures from the State Ar-
chives (www.archives.ncdcr.gov), five images from the N.C. Mu-
seum of History (www.nchistorymuseum.com) and five images from 
Civil War-related State Historic Sites (www.nchistoricsites.org). For 
information on the tour visit (www.nccivilwar150.com). 
 

  

The Digital Information Management Program and the Resource Management Services Branch collaborated on the 
digitization of a valuable historic resource, the Public Documents of North Carolina. The digital Public Documents 
can be searched and viewed in the North Carolina State Government Publications Collection, the Clearinghouse’s 
online repository of digital state publications (http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/govdocs/cdm/index.html). 
 
The Collection contains the Public Documents from 1831 to 1919. Each volume compiles all executive and legisla-
tive documents produced for the year's session of the General Assembly. Cheryl McLean, Head of the Information 
Services Branch, recommends the Public Documents to reference librarians as “a great first place to go to learn 
about the workings of government and the important issues facing it at that time.” Cheryl describes them as “a com-
pilation of many kinds of publications important to state government: annual and biennial reports, budget docu-
ments, addresses of governors to the General Assembly, reports of state institutions, and special committees’ re-
ports.” “It is the only place to find the reports of many state agencies [for that year],” adds Cheryl. “Some reports 
were never published separately, but only published in the Public Documents.” 
 
Eventually, the Public Documents will have their own page on the Collection’s website. The digitization of the Pub-
lic Documents was supported by the Ensuring Democracy Through Digital Access grant, which funds the creation of 
a digital collection of core North Carolina documents. The grant is the result of a partnership between ECU, UNC-
CH, and the State Library. 
 

Digitized Executive and Legislative Documents 



Library of Congress Talking Book and Braille Program 
Celebrates Its 80th Anniversary 
In March of 2011, the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
(NLS)—the Library of Congress’ talking-book and Braille program—will celebrate 80 years of 
helping visually impaired and physically handicapped individuals enjoy reading their favorite 
books and magazines. The North Carolina Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 
which is part of this national network, will honor the celebration by hosting an Open House on 
Tuesday, March 22, from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
 
The celebration will include performances by the chorus from the Governor Morehead School 
for the Blind, a reading by local author Clay Griffith, tours of the library, a raffle and refresh-
ments.  In recognition of the 80th anniversary Governor Bev Perdue signed a proclamation de-
claring March 3, 2011 to be Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Day in 
North Carolina.   For more information about the North Carolina Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped and the event, call Gina Powell at (919) 715-6667. 
 
 

LBPH Partners with Government & Heritage Library 
The Government & Heritage Library, which manages the NCpedia, has teamed up with the NC Library 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NCLBPH) on a pilot project to increase the level of accessi-
bility of the NCpedia for low-vision and blind patrons. 
 
"Adaptive technologies can be expensive," said Craig Hayward, Systems and Digital Services Librarian 
at NCLBPH. "This creates a divide between those who can afford to access reputable information online 
and those who cannot."  The libraries are striving to close that gap for those seeking information about 
North Carolina by recording and embedding audio description in select entries. "The symbols pages are 
extremely popular," explained Michelle Czaikowski, project manager for NCpedia. "They were an obvi-
ous place to start."  

Four entries have been recorded and embedded in the NCpedia. They include the entry for the state bird 
(http://ncpedia.org/symbols/bird), state dog (http://ncpedia.org/symbols/dog), state flag (http://
ncpedia.org/symbols/flag) and state horse (http://ncpedia.org/symbols/horse). Log on and give them a 
listen! 

TRIVIA QUIZ 
http://ncpedia.org/nc-quiz 
Looking for a fun way to introduce NCpedia to patrons, students or library staff? Have them take the 
NCpedia Trivia Quiz! All answers may be found in NCpedia so it is an easy way to illustrate the 
wide range of topics available. To gain experience searching for information in NCpedia, simply 
open NCpedia in a separate tab or window while taking the quiz and look up answers as you go 
along. 
 
GREENSBORO HISTORY 
http://ncpedia.org/geography/greensboro 

Did you know the first steam-powered cotton mill was in Greensboro? Or that the city had about 2,000 people at the beginning 
of the Civil War, and around 90,000 during the last days of the war? A new NCpedia entry by Helen Snow and Tim Cole from 
the Greensboro Public Library provides an excellent overview of Greensboro's rich history.  

NCPEDIA GROWING.  
Check out the new articles and functionality  



  
The Government and Heritage Library (GHL) Outreach Team consisting of, Kurt Brenneman, Agency Out-
reach Librarian, Lisa Gregory, Digital Projects Liaison, and Rebecca Hyman, Reference and Outreach Librar-
ian, along with Jennifer Ricker, Digital Collections Manager and Michelle Czaikowski, Digital Projects Man-
ager, conducted visits to three state agency buildings to promote the collections and services of the GHL to 
state agency employees. They met with 130 state agency employees, including staff members from the Depart-
ment of Commerce, Department of Administration, the Department of Public Instruction, the Department of 
Transportation and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. Throughout the coming year the 
GHL Outreach Team will conduct more visits to state agencies to promote the GHL.  
 
Gregory, Digital Projects Liaison, and Rebecca Hyman, Reference and Outreach Librarian, travelled to Barco, 
N.C.  to give a presentation to the Currituck County Genealogical Society. They discussed the services of the 
Government and Heritage Library and the Family Records Collection.  
 
Gregory and Hyman participated in the Wake County Libraries Staff Development Day “Tour de Ref” vendor 
fair at the McKimmon Center on the campus of N.C. State University.  They spoke with participants about the 
collections and services of the GHL.  
 
Government and Heritage Library sponsored two workshops given by the Kelly Kares, Information Services 
Specialist of the Charlotte Regional Center, U.S. Census Bureau at the Cameron Village Regional Library.  
The program was targeted to data users.  Participants learned about the new 5 year data release of the Ameri-
can Community Survey and the new interface of the American Fact Finder. The Government & Heritage Li-
brary is a coordinating agency of the North Carolina State Data Center. In the coming months the GHL will 
offer more programs on statistics and demographics tools and resources.  
 
North Carolina Civil War Death Study 
On January 25, 2011 the GHL hosted a public lecture presented by Josh Howard, research historian in the   
Research Branch of the N.C. Office of Archives. Howard discussed his work on the North Carolina Civil War 
Death Study.  The project, spearheaded by Howard, encompasses reviewing the military records, as well as 
archival and newspaper accounts of military deaths during the American Civil War amongst North Carolina 
Confederate and Union units. The project also reveals for the first time ever the number of black and white 
North Carolinians who died in Union service within North Carolina’s total losses, which prior to now have 
only focused on Confederate troops. The findings will be published during the commemoration of the North 
Carolina Civil War Sesquicentennial as supporting material for a larger map-driven project known as the 
North Carolina Civil War Atlas. 
 
 

GHL Staff  - Out in the Community 

Ereader Petting Zoo 
Ebooks have garnered a great deal of media attention recently and ereading devices are more widely available than 
ever before.  To help staff in North Carolina’s public and academic libraries feel more comfortable answering ques-
tions from their users about ebooks and ereaders, the State Library of North Carolina has created an “Ereader Pet-
ting Zoo.” 
The ereader petting zoo session, designed by members of the Master Trainer 
Program, lasts approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes and includes time for 
hands-on activities with various devices.  The devices available in each session 
include two Amazon Kindles, two Barnes & Noble Nooks, one Sony Pocket 
Reader, and one Kobo eReader. 
 
Libraries may submit online requests for an ereader petting zoo session.  For 
more information about the project, please visit the project web page at  
http://nc.webjunction.org/ereaderpettingzoo, or contact Jeffrey Hamilton at  
919-807-7417 or jeffrey.hamilton@ncdcr.gov.  Feel free to download and adapt 
any of the documents on the project web page to suit the needs of your library. 



STATE LIBRARY CHOOSES NEW LOGO 
 
Working with graphic designer, Richard Barton, from DCR, the 
State Library has created a new logo design.  Richard developed 
various options and staff voted.  The winner of the logo contest 
was the cardinal design.  The State Library web site committee 
is working on the redesign of the website and will incorporate 
the new logo.   

Tracing your ancestry isn’t easy. Often the only place that 
19th-century marriages, births, and deaths are recorded is in 
the family Bible.  
This is especially challenging for African American fami-
lies. The State Archives and the State Library of North Caro-
lina are hoping to change that through their digital collec-
tion, North Carolina Family Records Online. The current 
collection of over 1,100 family Bible records tells a 200-
year story of North Carolina's white, Protestant families. Our 
state has always been diverse, however, and we are seeking 
records that can expand that story to include our multicul-
tural past. 

DONATING RECORDS IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3 
Donating records does not require that you send us your 
family Bible. In fact, we would prefer photocopies or scans 
of the title pages and any pages in your family's Bible on 
which family record information is written, typed, tran-
scribed, or pasted. Follow the simple directions below to 
become part of the North Carolina story: 
 
If you answer "yes" to both of the following questions, your 
Bible records qualify. 

1. Your family Bible contains at least one person who    
has lived in or was born in North Carolina, and 
2. Your family Bible contains at least one birth or death 
dating to 1913 or earlier.  
 
Scan or photocopy the: 
• title and copyright pages and 
• all pages that contain family records info (births, 

deaths, marriages, etc.). 
If possible, type all handwritten text, so we don’t mis-
spell your family names! 

 
Send your completed package to:  

 REGISTRAR 
 North Carolina State Archives 
 MSC 4614 
 Raleigh, NC  27699-4614 

February saw over 300 digitized state publications 
added to the North Carolina Digital Collections (http://
digital.ncdcr.gov). Included in that batch were a number 
of documents related to public health, some fun promo-
tional materials about North Carolina, and a batch of 
State Fair Premium Lists.  The State Fair first began in 
October 1853 and was designed to encourage farmers 
around the state to learn about agricultural improve-
ments, and to improve the state’s reputation of being 
slow to implement agricultural change. Cash 
“premiums” were given to farmers with the highest crop 
yield or the most expertly bred livestock as a method of 
encouraging progressive farming and breeding tech-
niques.  Each year premium lists were issued to describe 
what prizes could be won, a practice which still contin-
ues today.  Except for 1926 and 1927, a state fair has 
been held each year since.  With the help of some area 
partner institutions, we’re working on digitizing all of 
the State Fair Premium Lists and already have over 65 
online.  Through these premium lists you can trace 
changes in agriculture and State Fair events and attrac-
tions, as well as changes in society overall through the 
advertisements that were featured throughout the earlier 
publications. Take a look and let us know what you 
think (digital.info@ncdcr.gov).  

DIGITIZATION CONTINUES, WITH PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND STATE FAIR PUBLICATIONS 

HELP US TELL THE STORIES OF NORTH 
CAROLINA'S AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILIES 



The “Let’s Talk About It: Picturing America” book discussion series (http://www.programminglibrarian.org/
picturingamerica/programming/ltai-picturing-america) were developed to support public libraries in conducting out-
standing humanities programs that highlight the Picturing America collection and to engage audiences in dynamic, 
timely conversations about American art and history. Art and literature together become a catalyst for the study of 
America—the cultural, political, and historical threads woven into our nation’s fabric over time.  
The North Carolina Humanities Council has purchased the series books and film for loan to North Carolina public li-
braries through the North Carolina Center for the Book. The State Library of North Carolina owns the Picturing Amer-
ica collection and can make select pieces available to support three “Let’s Talk About It: Picturing America” series. 
These two new series join Places in the Heart: Highlighting the Human Experience Shaped by Place, a “Let’s Talk 
About It: Picturing America” series already available in North Carolina. 
 
Land of Opportunity: Exploring the Concept and Pursuit of the American Dream 
The story of the championship racehorse Seabiscuit as told by Laura Hillenbrand is the story of the American Dream 
realized. The central figures—the horse, the trainer, the jockey, and the owner—seemed destined for ordinary lives—
for obscurity, if not for failure. Yet they came together in the gloomy years of the Great Depression and through a 
combination of determination, perseverance, and previously unrealized talent, they achieved greatness and captured 
the hearts of people worldwide. But, of course, all American stories do not end happily. The images drawn from the 
Picturing America collection as well as the books selected for the Land of Opportunity series explore the extent to 
which we have fulfilled the promise of America.  
 Ragtime by E. L. Doctorow   Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand 
 All the King’s Men by Roert Penn Warren  Noon Wine by Katherine Anne Porter 
 Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia 
 
Making Tracks: Focusing on Railroads in America 
In 1876, fewer than fifty years after the first railroad lines were laid in North America, Walt Whitman composed a 
poem—“To a Locomotive in Winter”—that captured the power and energy of the train, the machine that Whitman 
hailed as the “Type of the modern—emblem of motion and power-pulse of the continent.” The images in Picturing 
America suggest ways in which the railway transformed the American landscape and helped determine where settle-
ments and industry would develop. 
 
The readings selected for Making Tracks include an account of the construction of the transcontinental railroad 
(Nothing Like It in the World). Rising from the Rails explores the stories of the black men—and ultimately women—
whose work as Pullman porters not only shaped the quality of train travel in the first two-thirds of the twentieth cen-
tury but also shaped the black middle class. The cluster of poems by nineteenth- and twenti-
eth-century poets offers views of trains and from trains. And in Housekeeping, the novel 
that closes the series, the aftereffects of a tragic railway accident are passed from one gen-
eration to another. 
 Nothing Like It in the World by Stephen Ambrose  
 Poems:  
  “I Like to See It Lap the Miles” by Emily Dickinson  
  “To a Locomotive in Winter” by Walt Whitman  
  “Window” by Carl Sandburg  
  “Night Journey” by Theodore Roethke  
  “Riding the A” by May Swenson  
  “January Chance” by Mark Van Doren  
  “In a Station of the Metro” by Ezra Pound  
 Rising from the Rails by Larry Tye  
 Riding the Rails (film) directed by Michael Uys and Lexy Lovell 
 Housekeeping by Marilynne Robinson 
For information about hosting these and other Let’s Talk About It series in your library, contact Frannie Ashburn  
(919-807-7416 or frannie.ashburn@ncdcr.gov). 

The North Carolina Center for the Book and the North Carolina Humanities Council  
Announce Two New “Let’s Talk About It: Picturing America” Series 

Great art speaks powerfully, inspires fresh thinking, and connects us to our past.  Picturing 
America, an initiative from the National Endowment for the Humanities, brings masterpieces 
of American art into public libraries nationwide. 70 North Carolina public libraries received 
the Picturing America collection of high-quality laminated reproductions of American art.  



With the award of a follow-on grant from IMLS, the State Library is continuing their Project Compass work with 
WebJunction to bolster library-based employment services and programs to assist library staff in guiding the struggling 
workforce.  The project is working with selected states to deliver local workshops.  State Library staff is currently devel-
oping training to deliver throughout North Carolina at four different locations.  See the information below.    

State Library Partners for Year 2 

Libraries at the Front Lines of Workforce Recovery 
A full day workshop to help library staff address increased patron needs for assistance in  
areas such as job seeking, financial literacy, and small business development.  Workshop  
participants will explore and review online resources that will help them respond to the grow-
ing demands in their communities. 
 
By the end of the workshop, participants will 
• Increase knowledge of resources for workforce recovery 
• Be able to identify and use local workforce recovery resources in their libraries and par-

ticipate in the WebJunction community of practice 
• Be more confident about referring patrons to successful workforce recovery programs in 

their surrounding communities. 
 
The workshop is scheduled at the following locations:  Buncombe Public Library on April 
24; Rowan Public Library on April 28; Cumberland County Library on May 24; and Rocky 
Mount Public Library on May 26.  Registration information will be available by April 1, 
2011.  For more information contact Pam Jaskot, pam.jaskot@ncdcr.gov, or 919-807-7421.  

State Library of North Carolina      109 E. Jones Street Raleigh, NC 27699-4640      

http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/

North Carolina is a member of the Collaborative Summer        
Library Program.  The State Library sponsors regional Summer 
Reading Program workshops to help prepare youth services     
professionals across the state for an action-filled summer.  For 
more information contact Lori Special, lori.special@ncdcr.gov or 
go to the Youth Services wiki at (http://slncys.pbworks.com/w/
page/5178400/Summer-Reading-Program). 


